Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Sermon:                        “God’s Powerful Love”     

Dedication of Offering      
HOLY COMMUNION  

      *Hymn -       “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”            Page 92
      *Benediction                                                           
 L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
 P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 

 P: “Go now in peace.”                                                   
      *Extinguishing of candles



* Postlude 

Worship Service: We welcome you today March 5, 2023; the Second Sunday in Lent!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are concerned about safety. We encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. 

WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to Gail and Charlie Shertzer and family of Ellen Snyder as Gail’s sister Ellen went to be with the Lord on March 1. We pray God surrounds these families with His loving presence, comfort and peace.
LAY READERS: Mar. 5 - Norine Goss; Mar. 12 - Ed Berra; Mar. 19 - Carol Knight; Mar. 26 - Rachael Bryson. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Mar. 5 - Kenny Bechtel; Mar. 12 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Mar. 19 - Ed & Peggy Berra; Mar. 26 - Marie Herb. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

Beginning Sunday, March 5th the Adult Sunday School class begins studying “The Chosen” Season 1. Please join us.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
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                                   March  5, 2023

                           Second Sunday in Lent
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032

                            Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin

March 5, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM
Second Sunday in Lent
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                     Marie Herb                      

L:  Jesus is the Word made flesh, who came to live among us.
P:  Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
ALL:  Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
L: Come, let us worship him. Come, let us praise him!.

      *Hymn -   “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”            Page 2      

*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)
Most Merciful God, who knows the thoughts of our hearts: we confess that we have sinned against you, and done evil in your sight. We have neglected your Word, and transgressed your holy laws. Forgive us, O Lord, and give us grace and power to put away all hurtful things, that, being delivered from the burden of our sins, we may bring forth fruits worthy of repentance, and henceforth may always walk in your holy ways; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon 
   The Psalm: 121:1-8 (Responsive)                                  
 L: I lift my eyes to the mountains--where does my help come from?
P: My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.
L: He will not let your foot slip--he who watches over you will not slumber;
 P: Indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.
 L: The Lord watches over you--the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
  P: The sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night.
L: The Lord will keep you from all harm--he will watch over your life;
P: the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison)
 The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                
   Hymn -                “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go”       Page 374              
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
   Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom  come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:                 John 3:1-17                                   Norine Goss

                           (Pg. 126 New Testament Pew Bible)
     Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
  Congregation: Thanks be to God!         
PRAYER REQUESTS*
*(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Gail & Charlie Shertzer and Family of Ellen Snyder; *Tom Little; *Dawne Wilks; *Randy Byerly, (Hosp); Barbara Croutharmel; Ed Dobbin; Betty Lebo; Dennis Croutharmel; Diane Shaffer; Ed Berra; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Gary Miller; Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy;  Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Marissa Faust; Charlie/Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Emily Degnitz; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Ruth Boyer; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Susan Lazor;  Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Rick Miller; Stanley Moose, (Gary Miller’s friend) Pat Scheidler, (Carol Miller' friend); Tracey Knauss, (Ed Dobbin’s friend); Josephine Stoneroad, (Carol/Gary Miller’s neighbor); Nancy McElrath, (Shelly McElrath’s mother-in-law); Bonnie Bechtel; Tom/Flo Mallonee; Kitchen, (Hosp Critical condition, friend of Gary/Carol Miller); Don Markel, (Bonita Heddings’ niece’s husband); Kelly Shutt, (Hosp. complications; Chad Kitchen, (Hosp Critical condition, friend of Gary/Carol Miller)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. 

In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
CHURCH CALENDAR
Mar.   5 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys - The Chosen
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
         Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship) 
Mar.   6 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting  
Mar.   7 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Mar.   8 - 11:30AM - Lenten lunch, Service 12:15-1:00PM at             Halifax Youth Center (Zion Stone Church 

Mar. 12 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Mar. 13 - 7:00PM - Search Committee 
Mar. 14 - 5:30-7:00PM - Free Community Meal 

               (Eat-at-church only)

Mar. 15- 11:30AM - Lenten lunch, Service 12:15-1:00PM at Faith United Methodist Church
                 6:00PM - Prayer Meeting (everyone is welcome to attend and pray for members, friends, family, community, our world) 
               7:00PM - Council Meeting

Mar. 19 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday March 14, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Meatloaf, Mashed potatoes, Mixed vegetables, salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. February 9th. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethseda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE SURVEY: 

    The Pastoral Search Committee is seeking all Valleys ECC congregation members and attendees help to find the Valleys next pastor by filling out a survey. 
     Questions being asked are about who we are as a church, what we like about things in the church, things we might want to change, our expectations for the next pastor, and desired professional qualities of the next pastor. 
     These answers will help the search committee look for qualified candidates and make the decision that they have been elected to make. They will take all answers seriously and ask that you do the same.


Committee members will be available after church March 5th, and March 12th to answer any questions related to the survey.

     The survey can be taken by a link online (please give an email address and it will be emailed to you) or by paper (please request a copy from Search Committee member). Bridget Campbell, Rachael Bryson, Madeline Pellman, Gary Fetterhoff, Jan Quinn, Dale Faust, Ed Dobbin are on the committee.


We know there are members and friends who are not attending church at this time but who are still connected to our services that do view services online or get weekly devotionals and bulletins and it is important to have your input with the survey also if you wish to participate. Please call the church if you wish to have a survey mailed to you.
      Because the Search Committee is trying to move quickly to develop a profile of the church, they ask that all surveys be completed by Sunday March 12, 2023. 

____________________________________________________
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall 

GIRL SCOUT TROOP MEETINGS:
Troops 11570 and 10728 meet 1st & 3rd Sundays t 6:00-7:30PM

Troop 11302 meets 1st & 3rd Sundays 4:30-6:00PM

Troop 11301 meets 2nd Thursday each month 6:00-7:30PM
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Halifax Lenten Services

The Beatitudes
March 1st- Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

March 8th- Zion Stone (at Halifax Youth Center)

March 15th- Faith UMC

March 22nd- Messiah Lutheran

March 29th- Halifax UMC

Sunday, April 9th 6:30 am service at Camp Hebron    Breakfast to follow.
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The Halifax Ministerium is excited to welcome you to our community Lenten services. 

Weekday services will be on Wednesdays starting at 12:15pm. 

The host church will be serving a light lunch starting at 11:30am. We would invite you to come and fellowship at the table. 

If you are joining us over your lunch break it’s our goal that you can return to work by 1:00pm.

All offerings received support the Release Time ministry.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                                                   Weekly Devotional for March 5, 2023

Invocation:

Most Holy God, we come into this sanctuary this morning asking for your presence, only to find that the abundance of your love already surrounds us.  Open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts so that we  may fully experience your presence with us today.  All this we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Scripture:   Psalm 121, John 3:1-17

Sermon:



“God’s Powerful Love”

 As we continue our journey through Lent, this very question of believing in the passion of Christ and his death and resurrection and all that it means is again before us. Believing is a process…seeing and believing is not usually a one-time event. It is more often a process that we go through. We all need time before we can see and understand spiritual truths.  

You might remember when you first heard about Jesus. Maybe it was through your family, a Sunday School teacher, a crisis event or it could be numerous experiences that finally brought you to believe. 

It is said that our search for God and His search for us meet at windows in our everyday experience, but we must learn to look with more than just our eyes and listen with more than just our ears.

We’ve all heard this scripture before about this high-ranking Pharisee, Nicodemus coming to Jesus at night to ask him questions. And really, it is a remarkable moment.  Jesus had just performed many miracles at the Passover in Jerusalem and many people came to believe in Jesus, but Jesus knew that their faith was not genuine.  But Nicodemus was an exception. The Lord recognized in him an earnest desire to know the truth.

Nicodemus was a scholar.  He was a Pharisee and he was trained and he lived by the principles of the Pharisees.  He was a teacher.  He was a ruler of the Jews, a member of the great Sanhedrim, a man of authority in Jerusalem and considered one of the wealthiest men in the city.  And for such a man to come to Jesus…Jesus who had no formal training…who was only recognized by the public as a teacher and worker of miracles…for such a man as Nicodemus to come to Jesus was very unusual. For you see, the principles of the Pharisees were contrary to the spirit of Christianity. And yet, there were some who wanted to learn more about who Jesus was and what he was teaching.

The Bible tells us that Nicodemus came at night, but it doesn’t say why. There are speculations from . . . too busy during the day . . . to fearful of being discovered by others . . . to avoiding the crowd . . . to hoping for a private conversation alone with Jesus.  The reason really doesn’t matter.   What is evident is that Nicodemus is sincere in his efforts to know and understand more about Jesus and his teachings.

Nicodemus begins by saying to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God.’

Nicodemus addresses Jesus with respect by calling him ‘Rabbi’. Even though Nicodemus is respectful and earnest in his efforts to learn more about Jesus, he did not recognize Jesus as God manifest in the flesh. He was like so many today who say that Jesus was a great man, a wonderful teacher, an outstanding example, but then fall short of recognizing the full truth about Jesus . . . that he was and is God incarnate.

What Nicodemus does recognize though, is that fact that the miracles that Jesus had performed during the Passover in Jerusalem were genuine and that such miracles could only be accomplished with the help of God, himself.  He says to Jesus, “For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.”

Here is a man who is highly intelligent, scholarly, and knowledgeable. He has seen what Jesus has done and I’m sure has, in his own mind, tried to find any blemish or trickery that he could in what he witnessed.  And he could not.  He has come to Jesus with genuine belief that God is with Jesus and asking Jesus to teach him more.

Jesus responds to Nicodemus by basically saying, “Nicodemus, you have come to me for teaching, but what you really need is to be born again.  That is where you must begin.  You must be born from above.  Otherwise, you can never see the kingdom of God.”

These words spoken to Nicodemus, Jesus speaks to us, too.  He says that we must all begin at the starting point of being ‘born again’ into the spiritual kingdom of God.

I know I can point to several times in my life where I was gently nudged toward that point of finally accepting and believing, in faith and trust. I’m sure most of you can too. As I said earlier, this is where we find Nicodemus struggling to understand and believe.

But, of course, Nicodemus doesn’t understand.  He takes the words of Jesus literally and says, “How can someone be born when they are old?  Surely, they cannot enter a second time into their Mother’s womb.”

I’m sure that we too might have taken the words of Jesus literally. Even today, we still question the workings of the Trinity.  We still don’t understand the mysteries of God and His kingdom.

But Jesus continues to try to teach Nicodemus and us.  He says, “very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying you must be born again.”

The Bible tells us that there are two worlds, the physical and the spiritual. Just as we must be born first into the physical world, so a second birth is necessary for divine life, a life lived in spirit.  It is understandable the difficulty that we have in understanding the words of the Lord Jesus.  For unless you have been born again into the spirit, you cannot discern things of the spirit.

Jesus tries to explain further by using the wind as an illustration. He reminded Nicodemus that the wind blows where it wishes and a person can hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from or where it goes. Jesus says that new birth is very much like the wind.

First of all, it takes place according to the will of God. It is not a power which one holds in their own control. And secondly, the new birth is invisible. You cannot see it taking place, but you can see the results of it in a person’s life.  When a person has been saved, a change comes over them. The evil things which they formerly loved they now hate.  The things of God which they formerly despised these things are now the very things that they love.

Just as no one can fully understand the wind, so the new birth is a miraculous work of the Spirit of God which one is not able to comprehend fully. Moreover, the new birth, like the wind, is unpredictable. It is not possible to state just when and where it will take place, and yet, when it does happen it is a reality that is both felt and seen.

Nicodemus, I believe was shocked.  Shocked to find out from Jesus that with all his learning, with all his knowledge, with all his status and authority among the Jewish people he was shocked to find that he had to start over and begin anew . . . be born again into the kingdom of God.

This is the same realization that Paul had on the road to Damascus, the realization that all he had done to train himself in the ways of the Pharisees was useless to him now.  Saul became Paul and he began anew in his understanding of God and His Son, Jesus Christ.

In verse 16, we find one of the best-known verses in all the Bible, doubtless because it states the gospel so clearly and simply. It summarizes what the Lord Jesus had been teaching Nicodemus concerning the manner by which the new birth is received.

We read, “God so loved the world that he gave his very own Son, that whosoever would believe in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life.”  The extent of His love is shown by the fact that He gave His only begotten Son. It was an expression of His infinite love.

This gift of God’s does not mean that everyone is saved. A person must receive what Christ has done for him before God will give him eternal life.  Therefore, the words are added, “that whoever believes in Him should not perish . . .”   There is no need for anyone to perish. A way has been provided by which all might be saved, but a person must acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Savior.  When that happens, he is promised eternal life.

With this understanding, we now see that all of humankind is divided into two classes: either that of a believer, or that of a non-believer.

This morning, we have reviewed one of the most important passages in the Bible.  And it confirms for us that we are made new through the devoted generosity of God’s love and grace.  This premise is the foundation of our faith, but the limitations of our humanness make it hard to grasp the concept of this grace.  Accepting grace requires the abandonment of old ways and then becoming more responsive to God’s touch.  New life requires a new way of thinking.

Nicodemus steps out in faith toward a new future.  He surely feels great fear about approaching Jesus.  Yet Nicodemus takes a bold step.  He realizes what he needs to do; he accepts the risk and steps out in faith.  God honors his courage by offering him the opportunity to be “born again.”

We may not know the rest of the story regarding Nicodemus.  But what we do know is that he soon will assist in Jesus’ burial, offering a mixture of myrrh and aloes to anoint the body.  This man, Nicodemus, will have the courage to stay with Jesus through the hardest of times, even though his own life would now be in question.

God wants to give us eternal life.  He wants to bring us into His Kingdom and all he asks is that you put your trust in Jesus Christ and what He did for us on the Cross.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:  

Loving God, we praise you that you love us and that you have come to us in Jesus to reconcile the world to yourself.  We thank you that Jesus walked a path of obedience all the way to the cross and that you raised Jesus up to draw us to yourself.  

Teach us, like Jesus, to hand ourselves over in love for you, for one another, and for all people.  We are all in need of your love.  We know the inner yearning for fulfillment, for purpose for meaning in our lives.   So, show us the way to take part in your work lifting up the oppressed, binding the broken hearted, challenging the powerful, drawing all into a community of love.  These are tough things that you have come to accomplish.  And we ask that you would equip us and use us to accomplish your mission.  

Today we lift up prayers for our brothers and sister, whether near or far, who are dealing with illness.  We pray for _______________________________________________________.  

Touch them with you healing grace and use the hospitals, doctors and nurses to work your miracle of healing.  

And now Lord, speak through us and move through us that the story of your mighty deeds will be known.  We pray these things in the name and sake of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . .”   Amen.

Benediction:

We have worshipped God together and now we go our separate ways.  And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

